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Rambling On: September 2009     

NEWSLETTER OF EAST KILBRIDE MOUNTAINEERING CLUB

Let’s get back to the hills!!!
I would to welcome everyone to the 2009/10 season and I am sure that you will join me in welcoming our new members into our club.

This year, an exciting programme of trips and events awaits us as we look forward to our Ruby Anniversary.

Along with our ceilidh and legendary Burns Supper, we have our weekend in Glencoe to celebrate our 40 years of existence.  With our lottery award success, the club is now in a position to provide more facilities for all members to enjoy and make it into the club it should be.

So, I am urging all our members to come along to both our indoor and outdoor meets and once again join us in enjoying our wonderful countryside in the company of good friends.

Good news!!  The club has been awarded a lottery grant of £3891.

Look forward to meeting you on the hills.

                                                                                          JIM WATSON

The New Committee

Jim Watson
Chair 
Eddie Haggarty
Bus Convenor

vacant
Vice Chair 
David Jamieson
Bothy Convenor

Alison Girdwood
Secretary 
Ian Rowe
Committee
Winnie McDonald
Treasurer 
Diane Izatt
Committee
Seonaid Campbell
Membership Secretary 
Gerry Doyle
Committee
John McIlhagger
Social Convenor 
Yvonne Middlemiss
Committee
Bus Runs     (first pick-up 7 am)
   

Sun 6September
Fort William
Sun 7 February
Glen Shee
Sun 4 October
Lake District(Seatoller)
Sun 7 March
Cruachan


Sun 1 November
Dalwhinnie
Sun 11 April
Arran
Sun 7 December
Carsphairn (8.00 am)
Sun 9 May 
Kinlochleven   

Sun 10 January
Glen Dochart
 Sun 6 June
Cairngorm


Pick-up points: Murray Owen Centre, E.K. Bus Station and John Wright Sports Centre.

Following the decision made at the AGM, there will be a return to fortnightly meetings.  During the winter, club members regularly go to the Glasgow Climbing Centre, see David Jamieson for info.
Indoors Meets (Wednesday 8 pm, The Murray Owen Centre)                        
2nd September
Social 
(sign on – Fort William)
Bothy Weekend Meets
28th-29thAugust–Invergarry-Bothy 
13th-15th November – 40th Anniversary at Ballachullish Hotel
18th-19th December – Christmas dinner extravaganza at Milehouse Cottage near Aviemore.  £7 

                        per night and camping in grounds if necessary. See David Jamieson for booking.
Saturday Walking Meets

· Get your walking fix on mid Saturdays between club walks 

· Members share cars and expenses

· Walk in areas not reached by bus

· Flexible return times

· Meet at rear of Sainsbury’s car park, Kingsway, at 8a.m. on designated Saturdays

Initial Programme

Walk 1   Saturday 19th September.
Glen Etive (O.S. 50) for Ben Starav (plus others, if desired.)  Distance 10k Ascent 1060m.

Walk 2  Saturday 17th October. 

Inverlochlanrig (Balquidder) (O.S. 56) for Beinn Tulaichean and Cruach Ardrain. Distance 11k Ascent 1030m.

How to?     1. Check club website on Friday evening before walk.
                 2. Turn up on Saturday and agree car share on the spot
Dates for your 2008/9 diary

The Burns Supper is booked for January 20st and tickets will soon be available from 
John McIlhagger.

Our Ceilidh is booked for Friday 16th October in Rolls Royce Club and tickets will soon be available from John McIlhagger.
Club resources and training

Winnie MacDonald will be only too pleased to receive new pictures and articles to publish on the club website, www.eastkilbridemountaineeringclub.co.uk. 

The club library of books and training CD Roms is available for all members to borrow.

We are looking to implement more mountain skills training for ALL members which should include navigation and GPS courses.   Stand by for further details as they become available. 
Club discounts

The club has a 15% discount at Cotswold Camping, whether you purchase from their stores or on line, take your membership card and quote E2026.

We also have a club members discount from the new Mountain Warehouse store in EK town centre.  See Jim Watson for more details. Tiso holds bi-annual discount nights which will be announced at club meetings.
Club Equipment

The club owns ice axes and crampons which are available for members and intended as a ‘try before you buy’. This year we are intending to increase our stock.  They represent essential pieces of winter hillwalking equipment and knowledge of their use is recommended!! 

40th Anniversary history
The club will be celebrating its 40th anniversary in 2009 and we would like to update the 25th anniversary book, published to mark that occasion. If you have any pictures, tales of ‘derring–do’ - like conquering Kili, Alpine antics, Munro meandering or walking the West Highland Way, then send David Jamieson your reports and pictures so we can update the club history.
